
The Chronology Of The Noahic Flood

Genesis 5:32-6:22

There are several reasons to spend time studying the Flood of Noah. We
have come to realize that we must interpret literally to properly understand
God's Word and the Flood is a good example. We will begin in Genesis
5:32 and have a running commentary as it relates to chronology and the
literalness of Scripture. Open your Bible and begin to read, noting the
comments made in this study.

5:32 And Noah was five hundred years old (2404 B.C.), and Noah became the
father of Shem (not the oldest of the three and not triplets: cf 11:10; Shem
at age 100 became the father of Arpachshad 2 yrs. after the Flood, so he
was 97 when the Flood began; the order was probably reversed with
Japheth being the oldest), Ham, and Japheth.

6:3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because
he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."
(2424 B.C.-20 yrs. Before birth of Noah's sons)
6:4 The Nephilim (Giants-a generic term as proved by Nu 13:33 where
they are found after the Flood) were on the earth in those days, and also
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore
children to them. Those (children of "sons of God" and "daughters of men")
were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown (historical foundation of
mythology; cf Job 1:6; 2:1).

6:15 "And this is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three hundred
cubits (450 ft; 137.16m.), its breadth fifty cubits (75ft; 22.86m.), and its height
thirty cubits (45ft; 13.72m.).

7:6 Now Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of water came upon
the earth. (2304 B.C.)

7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month (The month
is "IYYAR" which is May), on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same
day all the fountains (MA'YAN = spring) of the great deep burst open (Niphal
Perfect BAQA' = to cleave asunder, divide because they were struck from
an outside source; A Niphal stem in the Hebrew means that the subject
receives the action), and the floodgates ('Arubah = an interwoven work,
lattice, window; the rain does not fall through these "windows"; they are
not shut for 5 months; the rain lasted 40 days-something else came
through them-probably ice) of the sky were opened.



{For another use of BAQA' compare Exod 14:16-22 where the waters were
divided by a strong east wind, (16) "And as for you, lift up your staff and
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go
through the midst of the sea on dry land. (17)"And as for Me, behold, I will harden
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and I will be
honored through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his
horsemen. (18) "Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I am
honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen." (19) And the
angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind
them. (20) So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and
there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night. Thus the
one did not come near the other all night. (21) Then Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind
all night, and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided. (22)
And the sons of Israel went through the midst of the sea on the dry land, and the
waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.}

7:12 And the rain (GESHEM used which means cloudburst, not MatAR
which means simply rain) fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights.
(Flood + 40 days)

COMMENTS:

 Rain was not the primary cause of the Flood.
 If the canopy was pure water vapor, it could only account for 30 feet of

water (9.14m.). (Ararat was 17,000 ft.; 5,182m.)
 Educated guesses place it at about a 6 inch increase (150 cm.).
 The earth today contains 200 Million cubic miles of water (about 322

Million cubic kilometers).
 Therefore, the difference was the subterranean water.
 The word BAQA' in the Niphil indicates that an outside force released

the water.
 This force could very well have been an icy visitor from space-either a

meteor or a comet.
 It seems that it hit the earth at an angle and tilted the earth's axis to 23

1/2 degrees.
 A translucent water canopy existed before the Flood. Cf Gen 1:6
 Calculations place the outside temperature of the canopy at 470

degrees. Fahrenheit (243 degrees. Celsius) with a temperature on earth
at 68 degrees. Fahrenheit (20 degrees. Celsius).

 There were no seasons until after the Flood or there would have been
rain. Cf Gen 2:4-6

 This indicates that the earth's axis was parallel to the Sun and that it
had a circular orbit, otherwise large temperature differentials and winds
would occur, thus triggering rain.



 The collision precipitated the vapor canopy, tilted the earth (cf Job 9:6),
and broke up the fountains of the deep.

 Traditions of a universal flood occur in over 200 different cultures.
 They include the Eskimos, Siberians, Aborigines, and American Indians.
 In ancient Babylon, it was the Gilgamesh Epic where the hero was

Utnapishtim.
 In Assyria it was the Atrahasis Epic.
 In China, they date the flood at 2300 B.C. and say that all are

descendants of Nu-wah.
 In ancient Sumer, Noah was known as Ziusudra.
 The similarities in the accounts:

 The cause was for disobedience.
 One man warned of a coming catastrophe.
 The man's family was saved.
 The entire world was depopulated except for a few.
 Animals were involved
 They always landed on a mountain. (Usually a local one, but not

so in the Biblical account)

** Summarized from Donald Wesley Patten, The Biblical Flood and the Ice
Epoch (Baker Book House, 1966), and Whitcomb and Morris, The Genesis
Flood, (Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 1961).

7:19 And the water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that all the high
mountains (literally "every one of the highest mountains") everywhere under
the heavens were covered. (Pual IPF KASAH = used in Nu 16:33 where the
ground opened and swallowed completely those in the Korah rebellion
thus this word would include covering Mt. Everest at 29,141 ft.; 8,882m. )
20 The water prevailed fifteen cubits higher, and the mountains were
covered. (22.5 ft. (6.86m.) + 29,141 ft. = 29,163.5 ft; 8,889m.)
21 And all flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts
and every swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; (fossils
formed here-pressure on undersea mountains was 4,000 lbs. Per sq.
inch/714.33 kg. Per cm.)
22 of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the
spirit of life, died.
23 Thus He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the land,
from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were
blotted out from the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were
with him in the ark.
24 And the water prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days.
(Flood + 150 = total days of "prevailing" including the 40 days of rain)

8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were
with him in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water
subsided.



Comments:
 To let dry land appear, God rearranged the earth's topography. Ps

104:5-9
 God used wind to speed up the drying process, which was also a new

phenomenon.

8:2 Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed,
and the rain from the sky was restrained;
8:3 and the water receded steadily from the earth, and at the end of one
hundred and fifty days the water decreased.

Comments:
 On day 40 the water began to recede.
 110 days later it had decreased by 12,000 ft (3,658m.) (from the top of

Everest to Ararat) which is about 80 feet (24.4m.) per day.

8:4 And in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark
rested upon the mountains of Ararat. (150 days after the flood began)

Comments:
 Ararat has twin peaks called big and little Ararat.
 It is the 19th highest mountain in the world.
 The mountain has been identified since antiquity.
 Persians call Ararat Kok-I-Nouh meaning mountain of Noah.
 The names of several towns on Ararat are revealing.
 The town Nakhitcheuan (called Apobaterion in 100 A.D.) means "place

of first lodging."
 The town Temanin means "place of the eight."
 The town Sharnakh means "village of Noah."
 The town Tabriz means "the ship."
 The town Arghuri means "planting of the vine."
 The town Marand means "the mother is here."
 Berossus, the Babylonian High Priest of the temple of Bel-Marduk in 300

B.C. said the remains of the Ark could still be seen.
 Hieronymus in 30 B.C. mentions the Ark.
 Nicolaus, the biographer of Herod the Great states that the remains of

the Ark were still there.
 Josephus in "Antiquities of the Jews" in 100 A.D. says that reliable

reports have indicated that the remains still exist and that Manetho of
Egypt agrees.

8:5 And the water decreased steadily until the tenth month; in the tenth month,
on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains became visible.



Comments:
 The mountain tops first became visible on Flood + 224.
 The mountains that could be seen were the Caucasus and Taurus.
 This is a recession rate of 40 ft (12.2m.) per day. (From 17,000 ft.

[5,182m.] to 14,000 ft. [4,267m.] in 74 days)

8:6 Then it came about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window
of the ark which he had made; (Flood + 264)
8:7 and he sent out a raven, and it flew here and there until the water was
dried up from the earth.
8:8 Then he sent out a dove from him, to see if the water was abated from the
face of the land; (Flood + 271, cf V10 where it says "another 7 days")
8:9 but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so she
returned to him into the ark; for the water was on the surface of all the earth.
Then he put out his hand and took her, and brought her into the ark to himself.
8:10 So he waited yet another seven days; and again he sent out the dove from
the ark. (Flood + 278)
8:11 And the dove came to him toward evening; and behold, in her beak was a
freshly picked olive leaf (found in Ararat at 14,000 ft. [4,268m.]-a nearly
indestructible plant). So Noah knew that the water was abated from the earth.
8:12 Then he waited yet another seven days, and sent out the dove; but she
did not return to him again. (Flood + 285)
8:13 Now it came about in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on
the first of the month (Flood + 314; 29 days later; calculating from the date
given in 7:11), the water was dried up from the earth. Then Noah removed the
covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the surface of the ground was dried
up.
8:14 And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the
earth was dry. (Flood + 371)

SUMMARY OF THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE FLOOD:

 For 40 days the rain fell and the water level peaked. 7:12
 For another 110 days the water receded 12,000 ft. (3,658m.) 7:24
 Waters receded at the rate of 40 ft. (12.2m.) per day for another 74 days.

8:5
 40 days later Noah sent out the Raven. 8:6-7
 7 days later, Noah sent out the first dove. 8:8 cf 8:10
 7 days later Noah sent out the second dove. 8:10
 7 days later he sent out the third dove. 8:12
 From the date the flood began (7:11) to the 1st day of the1st month is

314 days. 8:13
 The time left until the exit from the Ark is another 57 days. 8:14


